14

Corn Planting Deadline Looms;
Yield Losses Likely

Many central U.S. farmers are several weeks behind schedule
on planting corn due to persistent wet weather. With the ap-
proach of the early June cut-off date for corn planting, farm-
ers may have to switch to other crops or plant out of season
despite risks of lower yields, said University of Missouri ag-
riculture experts.
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Either way, corn yields will probably be lower than last
year and may fail to meet the nation’s 13-billion-bushel de-
mand. That could lead to higher food prices, reduced live-
stock production, and ripple effects across all farm sectors,
said Scott Brown, agricultural economist with the MU Food
and Agricultural Policy Research Institute.

“A number of factors make us worried about where yields
are going to be at harvest time this year,” Brown said. “We
have a very strong demand for corn in this country, and now
we’re starting to talk about less production occurring.”

According to U.S. Department of Agriculture statistics,
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Missouri corn planting was only 83 percent complete as of
June 1.

“Yield loss will increase at a faster rate as we move into
June,” said Bill Wiebold, MU Extension corn specialist. “If
we planted today, the yield would be 25 percent less than what
it would have been if we planted at the optimum day, around
mid-April.”

Shortfalls in the nation’s corn yield would affect indus-
tries reliant on corn, such as ethanol, livestock production, and
exporting, Brown said.

Consumers would feel the effects of lower yields through
higher food prices, he said. “We are already showing corn pric-
es that are at or near historical highs today.”

Planting delays have been widespread across the Corn
Belt. Many farmers planted outside the optimal window for
corn or worked wet fields, risking soil compaction and other
crop problems later in the growing season, Wiebold said.

Seth Brengarth, a corn farmer in New Franklin, Missouri,
is three weeks behind planting some fields. He worries that
weakened root systems from compaction, standing water and
weeds will make his crop more vulnerable to yield loss.

“Corn isn’t as photo-centric as beans, so you actually have
a longer planting season,” he said. “But corn is the most sen-
sitive plant out there, I believe. A lot of the standing water af-
fects your yield by drowning out a lot of your plants, and that
way weeds will come on later in the year.”

Brengarth said he and many other farmers will have to de-
cide whether to finish planting corn or switch to another crop.
“A lot of guys are still planting corn late, but you’re going to
see a lot more who are going to stop planting corn and switch
over to beans, or sorghum, or something else.”

Late planting pushes the critical silking stage, when pol-
lination occurs, to a less optimal time in late July, Wiebold
said. “We can lose a lot of yield if we have hot and dry weather
during that phase. Normally, that would be early to mid-July.
Now it’s going to be maybe the third or fourth week of July,
and so we need a wet and cooler-than-normal July.”

Despite the bad weather, Wiebold tells farmers thinking
of switching crops to stay with corn through the first week of
June. Soybean seed, the next likely choice, is in short supply.
Soybean acres have increased dramatically, due in part to some
farmers abandoning corn for beans.

“We have almost no soybean seed left in this country,”
Wiebold said. “A farmer switching from corn to soybeans
may not find the seed to plant. Or it may be seed that’s not as
good in quality.”

Both Wiebold and Brown said that a favorable summer
could still yield a decent crop. “I remind everyone that we’re
very early in the season yet,” Brown said. “Yes, we’re very de-
layed, but we don’t know that this will turn into a severe situa-
tion at this point. We could still have very good yields.”

For Brengarth, volatility is part of making a living close to
the land. “Mother Nature is just one of those things,” he said.
“You never know what you’re going to get. The last two years
we’ve had a really good corn crop, so we’ve been lucky. This
is just one of those years. If it comes to a late planting date,
you’ve just got to grit your teeth and do it.”



os Suraey je jusunjuroddesip [ear owos e UIYoo] a1,9M Ing,,
‘pres 9y . ‘[oysnq e 9¢ UBY) 2IOUI SI UI0D UAYM MO] A[OATIR[DI
SI $1S00 JOA0D 0) PAPaaU Plalk oy} ‘s)s00 YSIY YIIm UOAH,,
‘pres 1951ZJeN ‘Y3noly) woyl
99s pnoys—ooueinsur do1d pue—sdoid 11y 1oj saorid Y3y
nq ‘pa3oadxe Aay) SPIAIA aY) 193 10U [[IM SIOMOIS JSOIN
*SIROA JU90a1 Ul oW sy} Aq pajuerd Juad
-19d 76 93eI0A® Ue 01 paredwod ‘SIOUI[[] UI ¢ dun( JO St punoi3
oy ur sem dordo ueaqhos ayy jo juadrad 99
A[uQ "puryeq Ieyynj ale sueaqkos
"pres oy ‘POAIAINS Sey Jeym Jo 9jel
yimolI3 oyy 3sooq d[oy pinoys sornjeroduro)
Y31y ‘pojuedor oq 03 9ARY [[IM SOIOL QWOS
O[IYAN "palue[d uooq 9ARY SQIOB UIOD SIOUI|
-I1 Jo 1ud219d G 1oyl JUISRINOOUD I SPUTJ
1931zJeN ‘suonipuod 1ood ay) 9rdse(g
"JO1 0} PAIS QWS PIASNED ALY SUOT}
-Ipu0d Jom se jue[dar 03 aary [[Im—A[Te100od
-$9 SIOUI[[] UIOYINOS UI—SIOMOIS WO
"Pres oy ‘0¢
0} Gz auny uey) 19je] ou jue[d Koy} J1 p[oIk
wnwixeur 11ay) Jo juadrad (¢ 193 Aew stour|
-II UIOYINOS uI suraqAos Jurmoid asoy,
«0C 0
G1 aunf punote ouop st Junuefd uaym praIk
wnwixew ay3 Jo juadiad (g 100dxo ued om,,
1eY) pouIuLIolop stour[[] ul eyep Sunuerd uiod
.sIeak snoraaid jo sisA[eue s 1931ZJeN "SPIA
[enuajod Suninozopun aie jey) SAR[Op 01 PI|
oA®RY SIOUI[[] Ul G6]] @ours [Lidy-Arenuer
1S9139M PIIY) 9 pue sainjerodwe) (00D
. A[ea13 paysturwiip sey
SP[AIA 93eIoAR-9A0qR SUIARY JO 9OUBYD Y,

800C @unf ‘g | BWNIOA - 1888209 IIW IO

"14q ojoyd "uUOHIPUOD jud||@IXD
10 pooB ul aq o} papiodal si oy}
40 §|PYy upyj} ss9| ynq ‘pebiswe
soy jusdiad gg puo pajup(d s

ulod ayj jo jusdiad G4 ‘sioul||| uj

‘uaddey 3,uso0p JBY) UAY) pUB J[qBIOAL] JOO] IRl S}SBIAI0] Tul
-00s dooy oAy, “Jo31zJeN uosiowy Jossajoid seouaros doio stou
-1 pres . ‘soinseow 3sow £q Jurids peq e ueaq sey sy [,
*SIBOA JUQDI UT QW) SIY3 AQ SOyOUI £ T JO 93rIoAE U 0] pared
-wod ‘G aunf Jo se Y31y sayoul / Sem UI0d 9y} ‘SIOUuI[[] U]
‘paruerdar oq 01 9Ary Aew uoNIPuod 100d KI19A 1O
Jood ur sa1oe asoy], “Irej se peyiodar juesrad g¢ 1oyjoue YIm
‘uonpuod 100d A194 10 100d Ut e pojuerd so1oe oy Jo Juadrad
#1 A[[0] "UONIPUOD JUI[[99XA 10 POOS Ul 3q 0}
paltodal s1jey Jo Jiey uey) ssof Inq ‘pojiowe
sey] Juoorad g§ pue pajueld ST U109 AY) JO JUSD
-10d ¢g ‘6 oun[ A[I1eO JO SB ‘SIOUI[[] U]
‘urdrewt
19ss9[ ® £q Inq ‘so[npoyos Sunjueld [ewrou
119y} puryeq 3urdse] a1e sojels I9YJ0 [BIOAIS
‘sueoqA0s pue U100 pajueld uo puryeq Jsoylny
BUBIPUJ pue SIOUI[[] 3J9[ sty Surids o3eroae
-UBY}-1oJ3oMm pue Jo[00d Y "Sunueld 110y} uo
9[NPAYOs PuUIyaq dJe $9JeIS UIIISOMPIA [BId
-AQS UI SIOMOIS UBQAOS pue uIod jey) syrod
-o1 a1my[nonIdy jo juounredod 'S N QYL
‘110dx0 aInjnoride
STOUI[[] JO AJISIQATU() B 0} SUIPIOJI® ‘P[AIA
doio ur uonponpai jueorad ()¢ ® 100dxo ued
oun( Jo puo oy} Jeou sueaqAos 1o u10d jue[d
oyM SIOMOIT SIOUT[[] ey SOIBDIPUI YOIBasay
"spIoIf [enjuajod seonpal sueaqAos pue uIod
jue[d 03 91e10d00D 0] JoyIEAM QU] JOJ TurIem
Jo Kep AI0AY SunuIm SIyl Jo Se ISOMPIA Y}
Ul SIOMOIS AueW 10J SWOO] dUI[prap A[IS00 Y

aJnssaJdd 3unue|d SO
3u||994 sJawuJe4 sioul|||

JayNDIg uoLig

91



B pUBWP [BQO[S paseaIoul
pue soo1id Ayrpowrwrod SursLI 03 Jurmo ‘700 Jo 191renb sary
Q) 19A0 8§00 JO 1031enDb 1S11] OY) J0J ONUOAJI SO[BS UT ISBAID
-u1 9,0, ® payrodar Aj3uadar Auedwoo oy, “rodedsmou A71nq
ANnIp22(7 9Y) 03 SUIPI0dO. ‘A)I[I08] SUIUIJAI [I0 pUB JUIYSNIO
ueoqAos ‘eweqRY ‘INjBOd( I 01 uoisuedxa uolfIu ¢.$
® p[inq o3 sue[d poounouue sey ‘ouf eOLIOWY YlION aSung

jue|d Jn3edaq puedx3 o3 adung

. passaxdxa st o[ryoxd proe A1jeJ 9[qRIIS
-9P 2I0W B 1By} OS J[9SIT SPAIS[I0 aY) Jo 9ouanbas onouas ayy
Ajrpowr 03 st 93ueBYd ® yons SUMOJJe JO SUBAUW IQYIOUy "SI0
JO 9IN)XTW © JO UONBOIJNISIUL () PUB {[I0 INUOD0D PUR [I0
wped se yons syro [eordon yyim urpuolq (1) :9q 03 Suneadde
so13o1ouyo9) Juowade[dar Surpea] om) Ay YIIm ‘uoreud3oIp
-Ay renred 03 soaneuId)[e oy3 Sune[dwojuod mou dIe SIONP
-o01d sjej pue S[10 SNy ‘}9Ip UBWINY Y} UT SJBJ SUD.LJ JO 9OINOS
urew oy a1e s3onpoid pooy pajeuadorpAy A[jented aourg
"S1BJ SUD.1J-0IZ pue
sup.43-mo] Suragyo s}onpoid pooj 03 YoyIms 01 SIQWNSUOD
Jo Ayuolew oy pasned sey Surni oy, 99 "I M 1sA[euy

L1l

[OIBOSAY UBAI[[NS 29 1SOI] SIS . ‘90T ‘T Alenue[ uo 3093
003 YoIyMm ‘SpooJ ul sjeJ sup.j Jo Surjoqe] 9yj uo uonengel
' pansst sey (Y ) uonensiuiupy Sni( pue pooq 'S’ 9y}
Kqoroym ‘syej sup.j 10 SpIoe KJje) suv.j Jo anssi ay} s1 Aepo)
Ansnpur sjej pue S[I0 9y} 3urjo9jje onssI 3s9331q YL,
‘sTonjolq oonpoid 0} S[I0 9[qIPI JO Isn Y] pue
‘syeorwoy0013ad 103 9JM)1ISqNS B SB S[EITWAYI09[O0 JO 9OUITIOW
oy} Aqreroadss ‘suorneoridde pooj-uou urt S{I0 91qIp Jo pajoadxa
STYIMOIS Y31y ‘A[[eUONIPPY "anssI 1Y) SUIIEQ U PIISJIO Paly
-1pow A[[eonauad Jo o[ol oy} pue yj[eay uewny uo uondwns
-U0d Jej SuUn.y JO 10930 AU} pUB s}e) Sup.j JO onssI Ay} Surpnfo
-ur ‘A1snpur sjej pue s{1o 9[qIpa Ay} 10edWI SJUSAD [BIOAIS
*A[IU0001 JoyTewW Sje) pue
S[10 UBOLIdWY YJION 9} UO uornejudsald Surjorrg IsL[euy
A11031210Q) 00T SI PBY UBAI[[NS 29 }SOI] JUBI[NSUOD YIIBIS
-1 Jo3JeW JB 9013081d POO] puR S[BLISIBIA ‘S[BOTWAYD) Y],

iSpuUaJ] 14e| pue A8ojouyd3|
SUIALI(] S3B4 SUDJ| D4y MOH

Jswopqoid doio pajefal
-I9UJeoMm 0] oNp IeaA SIY) PaAzZI[eal jou [erjuajod awoodur yonw

800C dUn[ ‘g | BWN|OA - 483HBZDY |IW |!O



